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276 TO THE AM. PEACE SOCIETT. 

highest article of faith remaining in the Society's creed, and that too, 
with the points of their bayonets newly dipped in human blood ! 

Peace is a spirit, and not an intellectual abstraction ; it is a life, not a 
theory. The separation to which we have alluded, and any other that 
may ensue in consequence of a change in the constitution of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society, we devoutly hope will occasion no root, nor word, nor 
thought of bitterness, or unfriendly controversy. In our own case they 
will not ; and in the case of those who may withdraw with us we trust they 
will not. Let us separate in Peace. Let no unkind thoughts mingle in 
the reminiscence of our union or disunion. The world is broad enough 
for us all ; let there be no strife between us. The roads we are respec- 
tively taking diverge too far to bring us within the range of controversy. 

To those who are indebted to us for the Advocate, we would earnestly 
appeal for an early remittance of our dues. We need them much, and 
immediately. Remittances should be addressed to Thomas Drew, Jr., 
"Worcester, Mass. 



TO THE MEMBERS OP THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

Gent, — The undersigned ask leave to resign the offices, which through 
your confidence, they have long held in the American Peace Society ; — 
feeling assured that the reasons they now give, will fully justify them in 
the course which they feel compelled to take. 

The Society, under its constitution, assumes and declares that all inter- 
national war, without reference to its character or object, is opposed to 
Christianity. It makes no distinction between what are called offensive 
or defensive wars, but opposes the military spirit as the very opposite of 
the christian spirit. This is the platform, not of this society only, but so 
far as we know, of every peace society. It is the common sentiment of 
the most active friends of peace throughout the world. So prevalent is 
it, that within a few weeks, many thousand persons in England and in the 
United States have signed a pledge, binding themselves never " to yield 
any voluntary support or sanction to the preparation for, or prosecution of 
any war, by whomsoever, or for whatsoever proposed, declared or waged." 
And these thousands are, if we may be allowed a military figure, but the 
advance guard of the great army of the soldiers of Christ now enrolling 
themselves to contend for the peace of the world. The day of doubt and 
fear to the friends of peace has passed away. 

Under these circumstances an attempt is made by some of our associ- 
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ates, to change the fundamental principles of our society, and to place it 
upon lower ground. It is said by those desirous of the change, that the 
radical position of the society narrows its influence, closes pulpits to its 
lectures, and prevents the hearty cooperation of " the moderate friends of 
peace." 

We are opposed to this change. We believe that no increase of mem- 
bers can compensate for the loss of the high christian principle which 
alone can give real and permanent strength. The opinion of men in gen- 
eral, of governments, even of soldiers, is already that war is an evil, and 
to be waged only where absolutely necessary. In a society for reform, 
of what use are numbers, who are gained by sinking it down to the opin- 
ions of those whom it seeks to elevate ? 

The question between us and our former associates of the Executive 
Committee, is not, whether Christianity, under any circumstances, tolerates 
international war, but whether the Society can be most efficient with or 
without asserting the radical principle. Our minds are clear on the sub- 
ject, and we cannqt in justice to our own views of duty, retain office in a 
society which abandons the principle that all war is forbidden by Chris- 
tianity. 

Nor do we think that the matter can be settled by discussion in a pub- 
lic meeting of the society. The opinions of those most deeply interested 
cannot be changed by votes. It is not a question for a majority to de- 
cide, leaving a dissatisfied minority in the executive board. The society 
should be organized definitely and distinctly on the one ground or on the 
other. We therefore retire, that there may be harmony in the direction 
of the society, and that they who differ from us may fairly test the value 
of the change. We are ready to make the sacrifice, leaving to those who 
differ from us, all the advantages of the old organization. The cause of 
peace, so far from losing, will gain by this procedure. The society under 
the more lax constitution will fairly try the experiment, and we who re- 
tire will increase our exertions to spread abroad the noble christian senti- 
ment which animates our hearts. 

We have another reason for our resignation of office. It has been oft- 
en alleged that the position of some of us, as the avowed opponents of cap- 
ital punishment tends to injure the society, and such have been requested 
to resign on that account. A large number of persons were called to- 
gether at the last anniversary of the society, for the declared purpose of 
" placing the cause of peace aright before the christian public." The 
charge then made against the administration of the society was, that we 
had mingled other reforms with the cause of peace. Upon a strict investi- 
24* 
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gation, this charge was withdrawn, and a vote was passed, exonerating the 
officers of the society from the imputation of doing anything in their offic- 
ial capacity to advance other reforms. But it is still asserted, and per- 
haps with truth, that the position of some of us as individuals, ia regard to 
capital punishment, injures the society ; that men will not separate indi- 
vidual acts from official conduct. By retiring from office, we remove this 
obstacle to the hearty cooperation in the American Peaee Society of those 
in favor of capital punishment. 

We assure our former associates, that between them and as there can 
be no rivalry or contention. We part with them with kindly feelings, 
wishing them success in every effort that may make for peace, and confid- 
ently expect from them their kind wishes in our behalf. We form no 
new organization to contend with the old ; and, radical as we are supposed 
to be, we oppose no sect, no denomination, no institution. We would el- 
evate the christian ministry, not attempt to lessen its influence. We 
would strengthen the church, for we are not unmindful of the good it has 
done and continues to do. On the christian religion we build our hopes 
of the peace of the world, and we have no confidence in any attempt for 
reform which is not made in the spirit of love. War is contrary to the 
spirit of Christ ; we believe it expressly forbidden by his precepts. We 
therefore raise our voices against all war, against all preparations for war, 
and against every manifestation of the military spirit ; yet we would not 
reject the aid of those who do not fully coincide with us in this belief; the 
cause of peace requires the efforts of all those who profess themselves her 
friends ; but we have no faith in any principle or policy which tolerates 
for any purpose whatever that which is opposed to the spirit of Christian- 
ity. Good can never come from disobedience to the precepts of the 
Prince of Peace. 

Samuel E. Cottes, Amasa Walker, 

Elihu Bijrritt, J. P. Blanchaed, 

Walter Channing, Thomas Drown, 

E. W. Jackson, J. L. Baker, 

Benjamin D. Peck. 



From a Norwegian mechanic — In a conversation with the gov- 
ernor of the town (Stavanger,) " he asked me, if I met a person that 
would kill me, would I not kill him rather than be killed. I said, no, 
and I told him the reason. ' If I was a Christian, and in peace with 
God, I was then prepared for death ; and the other could have time to 
repent. ' " 



